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Sermon Notes  
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1st Sunday in Lent 

26 February 2012 

Preacher 

The Reverend Andre Jacobs 

Honorary Assistant 
Readings:  Genesis 9.8-17;  Psalm 25.1-10;  1 Peter 3.18-22;  Mark 1.9-15 
 

Lent is a preparation for renewal of baptism 
 
Lent is also a journey that prepares us for the renewal of our Baptismal vows before God. 
 
And so, baptism is an extremely important event in our lives because that is when our service or 
ministry to God begins. Not only was Jesus’ baptism a turning point in His life, but also marked the 
beginning of His ministry. And just like Jesus, our baptisms should be more significant to us too. 
  
So what happens to us when we follow in Jesus’ footsteps - what happens at our baptism?  
 
Baptism is bigger than a simple ceremony that your family and friends come into a church to 
witness. And it is much bigger than the huge celebration afterward. At the moment of baptism, there 
are a number of things that take place, things that are beyond our sight. 
 
First, you are adopted by God as His child and through this adoption you become an inheritor of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. It is the moment when you become a citizen of heaven, when the gift of 
salvation offered through Jesus Christ is bestowed upon you. 
 
The second thing that happens at baptism is that you are titled. You become Christian son or 
daughter of God. I always wonder why people write Anglican, Catholic or Protestant on some 
forms or CV’s we fill in where it ask for religion – it should actually be Christian. 
 
Through our baptism you are charged with spreading the Good News of God’s love to all people, to 
live your life in accordance with the example given to us by our Lord Jesus Christ, and to be a 
beacon of light and hope in the dark world we live in. Through our baptism we join Christ in His 
death. We were born alive to sin, and at our baptism, we died to sin. Through our baptism we are 
resurrected with Christ and become a new creation. The power of sin no longer has control over our 
life, and death can no longer contain us. 
 
Like Jesus our Baptism is and should be the beginning of our service to God. As Christians, we are 
servants not just of God, but of God’s people.  
 
We are called to serve the needs of our communities, to help the poor, to heal the sick, to comfort 
the grieving, and to save the lost.  
 
So what can we focus on in addition to our Lenten observance? 
 

• Being regular weekly worshippers is important for all Christians, as it allows us to refresh, 
renew and revive ourselves against the forces of darkness, and sap up the Love of God. 

• Engage in our weekly prayer group, I believe this who we are as a parish family here at St 
Mark’s a family who prays without ceasing. 

• Join the choir in raising their voices of praise to the God who is love. 
• Join the Sunday Club team in educating our young ones with God’s word. 
• The list goes on and on – there is a vacancy for everyone. 
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Now let us go a bit further. 
Jesus did not identify with our humanity just by being baptised. He did it also by His willingness to 
enter the desert and face temptations. In His forty days, he was tempted and He overcame the 
challenges that often trip us up on our journey. Jesus knew how difficult these temptations could be.  
 
So in this light let us spend time talking about our specific challenges and how to overcome them. 
 
Let us all take stock in what God has provided for us. Let us take on the yoke of Christ, let us face 
our temptations, and let us focus our eyes on the promise of what is to come. In order to prepare our 
hearts, minds, and bodies for the promise of the resurrection, let us take stock of the gifts that He 
has given us, and use our gifts to support one another, our church, and our communities. 
 
Our service to God has begun, and  it is He who equips us. Amen. 

_____________________________ 


